GREAT BRADFORDS JUNIOR SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER
December 2022	
Dear Parents/CarersI am pleased that we have been able to remain open the past week despite the snow and ice causing disruption. 
We have had an action-packed last few weeks. The Christmas Discos were well attended and there was some spectacular dance moves on show! Also, the PTFA surpassed all expectations and provided a very special opportunity for the children to meet Father Christmas. It was a magical experience and it was wonderful to see the joy on the children’s faces. We held our Carol Concert inside, due to the weather, but I hope you have enjoyed seeing the videos on Facebook. Due to the size of each file, we are unable to email these out, but they are available via the children’s TEAMS account. 
Christmas dinner, as always, was a huge success and we enjoyed this together in the school hall with festive music playing. I was lovely to see the children having fun whilst wearing their Christmas jumpers. 
Next week, on Tuesday afternoon, we have a special treat for the children. We have booked for a travelling theatre company to visit us to perform a live performance of the well-known pantomime, Little Red Riding Hood. 
I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and hope that you all enjoy this special time of year. We return on Thursday 5th January 2023. 


Christmas Hampers

Thank you for the donations towards the Christmas Hampers. 

The raffle will be drawn at the coffee morning on Monday 19th December. Please arrive from 09:00 if you wish to attend.

 Choirs from both schools will be singing.




We return to school on Thursday 5th January 2023.




Parent Govenor Appointment  
I am pleased to announce that Mrs Natalie Davis, mother of Kasey in Year 4 has successfully filled one of our governor vacancies. Natalie has previously served as a governor between 2018-2022. 
We currently have one vacancy for a parent governor on our Governing body. Nomination forms are available from the school office.






Attendance and Arriving to school on time. 
Our attendance has dipped slightly this month to 94.27% and we are hoping to achieve 96% by the end of the year. We are aware there have been a few bugs around as well as inclement weather and this is to be expected at this time of year.
Congratulations to the following classes who are the top of the league table!
1
6M
96.82%
2
5D
96.12%
3
4B
96.03%
The above table shows attendance from September until today. 
To make you all aware, when attendance drops below 90%, we will issue you a letter to inform you in the first instance. If, within a month, your child’s attendance does not improve, we will ask you to attend a school-based meeting to create a plan to improve this. We want to support regular school attendance so please contact the school office if we can help. 
We also recognise, from time to time, we experience adverse weather, traffic and at times unexpected incidents happen on the way to school. When children are frequently late, this is must be addressed. This is because it causes disruption the other children in class and sometimes embarrasses the child who is late, especially when there is a whole school assembly. As a result, we have also recently contacted parents where their child is repeatedly late. If there is anything we can do to help, please let us know.  
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Congratulations to Suthinee Ashford in 3C who designed our school Christmas Card


Diary Dates:
Spring Term 2023: Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

Half term: Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Non-Pupil Day: Monday 20th February
 19th January
Choir at O2 for Young Voices concert
23-27  January
Year 6 Assessment week
24th January
Parent Forum
27th January
Whole school cross country trials
30 January – 4 February
Years 3,4 and 5 Assessment week
7th February
Year 6 Parent and Child Consultations
9th February
School photos
10th February
Year 5 Art Gallery
21st February
Year 3 Parent and Child Consultations
23rd February
Year 4 visit to Colchester
27th February
Braintree Schools Cross Country event at Tabor Academy

Year 5 Parent and Child Consultations
28th February
Year 4 Parent and Child Consultations
 
Summer Term 2023: Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

Half Term: Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Non-Pupil Day: Friday 26th May
 
9th - 12th May
Yr 6 SATs weeks
5th - 9th June
Yr 4 Multiplication Test
10th - 14th July
Yr 5 and 6 Residential trip to Bawdsey Manor






Autumn Term 2022: Thursday 1st September - Tuesday 20th December 2022
Half Term: 24th - 28th October
Non-Pupil days: 3rd October, 20th February and 26th May 



“Drop In” sessions with Sharon McCormick (Family Liaison Worker)
 
Junior School –   12th December
Infant School –   5th December
 Parents may attend Drop In sessions at either school.
 
Sharon is able to offer advice and support on many aspects of family life, including behaviour management strategies, home/school communication and support, or contact with other services. Alternatively, Sharon can be contacted via 01376 552393 or sharon@lyonshall.essex.sch.uk
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