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Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am writing to inform you of significant changes to the Penalty Notice system regarding term-time absences, which will be enforced from September 2024. These changes are part of a broader initiative by the Department for Education to improve attendance and minimise disruptions to students' learning. I therefore wanted to notify our school community of these changes to help you make decisions and plans that minimise the impact of missed learning on your child, and thus reduce the necessity for us to issue Penalty Notices from September 2024. 

Overall attendance among our students has significantly improved this year, thanks in large part to our school community's support and messages to our young people highlighting the importance of regular attendance for academic, social and cultural success. We appreciate your efforts in conveying this message to your child(ren) and trust this support will continue next year. 

Below is a brief overview of the changes to Penalty Notices along with some further information. 

1. Lower Threshold for Issuing Penalty Notices: 
· A penalty notice can be issued if a pupil has 10 sessions (half days) of unauthorised absence in a rolling period of 10 school weeks. The threshold can be met with any combination of unauthorised absence. For example, four sessions of holiday taken in term time plus six instances of arriving late after the morning register has closed, all within 10 school weeks. 
· The period of 10 weeks can also span different terms of the school year. 

2. Increased Fine Amounts: 
· The fines associated with Penalty Notices will increase from £60 (per parent, per child) to £80 (per parent, per child) if paid within 21 days. The fine will rise to £160 if not paid within this period but paid within 28 days. 

Your responsibilities as a parent/carer to avoid a Penalty Notice: 
• Ensure that your child attends school regularly and punctually. 
• Notify the school of any absences due to illness on the first day of absence and provide medical evidence if requested. 
• Plan family holidays during school holidays to avoid unauthorised absences.

I trust this clarifies the changes from September 2024, however, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries. 

Kind regards,

Mr J. Wrench
[image: ]

[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]Marlborough Rd	          01376 326739
Braintree		          admin@gbjs.co.uk
CM7 9LW		          www.gtbradfordsjuniorschool.org.uk

image1.png
S

A

A=
Essex County Council

Helping parents to understand the changes to fines for term

time holidays

With the introduction o the new National Framework for Penalty Notices, the following
changes will come int force fo Penalty Notice Finesisued for unauthorised holidays
ecorded by schoolsafter 19" August 2024.

Who may be fined?

Penalty Notice Fines are issued
to each parent who allows their
child to be absent from school.

For example: 3 siblings absent
for tem time leave, would
result in each parent who
allowed the holiday receiving 3
separate fines.

First Offence

“The first time a Penalty Notice is
ssued for an unauthorised term
time holiday the fine amount
will be:

€80 per parent, per chid if paid
within 21 days.

Increasing to £160 if paid
between days 22-28.

National Threshold

“There will be a single consistent national
threshold for when a penalty notice must be
considered by all schools in England of 10
sessions (usually equivalent to 5 schoal days) of
unauthorised absence within a rolling 10 school
‘week period.

For example: a 5 day holiday would meet the.
national threshold.

“The 10-school week period can span different
terms or school years.

Second Offence

(within 3 years)

‘The Second time a Penalty Notice s issued for
unauthorised absence the amount will be:

£160 per parent (who allowed the holiday), per
child, payable within 28 days.

Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years)

The third time an offence s committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued and local
‘authorities will need to consider other available measures to address the absence
‘concerns. This may mean that cases are presented before a Magistrate's Court.
Prosecution can result in criminal records and fines of up to £2,500.

Cases found guilty in the Magistrates' Court can show on the parent’s future DBS
certificate due to “failure t0 safeguard a child's education’.
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