Year 5 G

raphy: Map skills

Ordnance Survey maps

These maps are produced, by the national mapping agency of

Great Britain, the Ordnance Survey. OS maps are widely
used for a variety of purposes, including: outdoor

recreations, planning and navigation. They use symhols (as

shown helow) to represent physical and human features
which are recorded in a key called a ‘legend .

Vocabulary
Digital A map that uses technology such as a
Map satnav or Digimaps.
Ordnance | Detailed maps of Great Britain where
Survey each square represents Tkm squared.
Map
Legend | A key on an ordnance suwrvey map.
Grid The numhber of squares on a map used,
Reference | to locate a place.
Northing | The numhbers used in a grid reference
that run north to south.
Easting | The numhbers used in a grid reference
that run east to west.
Scale This shows how much youw need to

enlarge the map to get the actual size.

Making links to previous leawrning:

Physical | These are natwral features which exist

fwum around us, e.g. seas, mountains; rivers.

Human | These are featwres which are man-

featwres made, e.g. houses, roud, bridges.

Atlas A collection of maps of different

countries and continents around the
world.

Compass | A tool used for showing direction.

Symhols | Small pictures, letters or lines that

represent o feature.
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Grid References The National Grid

A map is criss-crossed with horizontal and vertical lines that

create a grid.

The grid and squares help to narrow a search area so you can locate
features on a map.

This is an ordnance swvey map of
Braintree shown on Digimaps.

The National Grid is a
whole of Great Britain.
It splits Great Britain into squares - each is 100km.
The spaces can be identified by using two
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Usually, the lines are numbered with two digits. letters e.g. SK HP
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Four-figure and six-figure

323, 432

Ordinance Survey Map (March 2015) by OS Open Data is licensed under CC BY 3.0 National Grid
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