
Year 5 Geography: Map skills

Ordnance Survey maps
These maps are produced by the national mapping agency of 

Great Britain, the Ordnance Survey. OS maps are widely 
used for a variety of purposes, including: outdoor 

recreations, planning and navigation. They use symbols (as 
shown below) to represent physical and human features 

which are recorded in a key called a ‘legend’. 

Vocabulary

Digital 
Map

A map that uses technology such as a 
satnav or Digimaps.

Ordnance 
Survey 
Map

Detailed maps of Great Britain where 
each square represents 1km squared.

Legend A key on an ordnance survey map.

Grid 
Reference

The number of squares on a map used 
to locate a place.

Northing The numbers used in a grid reference 
that run north to south.

Easting The numbers used in a grid reference 
that run east to west.

Scale This shows how much you need to 
enlarge the map to get the actual size.

Making links to previous learning:
Golden Vocabulary

Physical 
features

These are natural features which exist 
around us, e.g. seas, mountains, rivers.

Human 
features

These are features which are man-
made, e.g. houses, road, bridges.

Atlas A collection of maps of different 
countries and continents around the 
world.

Compass A tool used for showing direction.

Symbols Small pictures, letters or lines that 
represent a feature.

This is an ordnance survey map of 
Braintree shown on Digimaps.


