
ESSENTIAL ROMANS VOCABULARY

Invaded
Entering an area by force in order to 

take over.

Chariot
A two-wheeled vehicle drawn by horses 

and used in racing and warfare.

Gladiator
A man trained to fight against other 

men or animals in an arena.

Emperor A ruler of an empire.

Centurion
The commander of a century in the 

ancient Roman army. 

Amphitheatre
An open circular building with a central 

space surrounded by tiers of seats.

Temple
A building devoted to the worship of a 

god or gods.

GOLDEN VOCABULARY

Conquered Gaining or acquiring by force

Military The armed forces of a country

Europe A continent in the northern hemisphere

Ancient Belonging to the very distant past
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Who were the Romans?

The Romans were a group of people

from Italy. They invaded the British 

Isles in 43 AD and remained until 410 

AD.

Key People

Emperor Claudius The first Roman emperor to successfully invade Britain

Caligula
The third Roman emperor. He ruled from 37AD to 

41AD.

Boudicca
The Celtic queen who fought back against the Romans

Julius Caesar
Famous Roman leader who attempted to invade Britain

Nero
The fifth Roman emperor. He ruled from 54AD to 

68AD.

Hadrian
A Roman emperor who ruled from 117AD to 138AD. 

He built Hadrian’s Wall.

Boudicca

Boudicca was a Celtic queen who led a rebellion against 

the Roman occupation of Britain. Her campaign was 

successful initially, but her troops were defeated by 

Paulinus in 61 AD. The Romans were outnumbered, but 

had superior weapons and training.

Hadrian’s Wall

In 122 AD Emperor Hadrian 

ordered his soldiers to build a 

wall between Roman Britain 

and Scotland. This was for 

defence and to control who 

could enter and leave the land. 

Roman inventions.

Julian Calendar - the Romans invented the Julian calendar, which had 365 days and split into 

12 months. It was based on the solar year and the calendar months July and August were 

named after Julius Caesar and Emperor Augustus.

Roman Roads - The Romans invented straight roads. They did this to move supplies, 

soldiers and communications around their land. They built Watling Street and parts of the 

A12.

Aqueducts/Sanitation - the Romans built aqueducts which brought clean water into towns 

and cities as well as building sewer systems to take waste out of the cities.

Roman Law/Census - The Romans developed the concept of being innocent until proven 

guilty. The sixth emperor of Roman, Emperor Tullius started the census. The census 

recorded who was a part of the Roman Empire and determined taxes.


